E-TWG Activities
The E-TWG met twice in the
last year, in December 2024
and April 2025. Discussions
centered on prioritization
and development of new E-
TWG efforts, the status of the
offshore wind industry,
planning for the 2026 State
of the Science conference,
and Specialist Committee
activities.

E-TWG Website

The E-TWG website includes
information about the
group’s goals and activities,
and provides access to a
variety of offshore wind-
related resources. Recent
updates to the Offshore
Wind Webinar Library have
made it easier to sort the 177
free, publicly available
webinars related to offshore

wind energy development
and wildlife.

The Mitigation Practices
Database Tool (formerly the

Mitigation and Monitoring
Practices Tool) was updated
to include resources from
2019-2024. Explore available
environmental mitigation
options here.

Between October 2024 and
October 2025 over 2,700
visitors accessed the E-TWG
site from across the globe!
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We are pleased to share key highlights from the New York State

Environmental Technical Working Group (E-TWG). In the past year,
over 200 people were directly involved with E-TWG activities. Many
thanks to all who contributed their time and expertise!

About the E-TWG

The E-TWG is an independent advisory body to the State of New York
with a regional focus on offshore wind and wildlife issues in the
eastern U.S. This group includes 17 advisory member organizations,
comprised of offshore wind developers and science-based non-
governmental organizations, and17 observer member organizations
representing state and federal agencies. The group provides advice to
advance environmentally responsible offshore wind development and
promotes regional coordination and collaboration.

October 2025

Frequently Asked Questions: Wildlife
and Offshore Wind

The E-TWG formed a Specialist Committee in 2023 to develop
scientifically sound answers to common questions about potential
risks to whales from offshore wind energy development activities. This
committee developed a series of Frequently Asked Questions

FAQs) as a resource for organizations who receive questions related
to whales and offshore wind from the general public. The committee
developed answers to 33 questions on topics including
anthropogenic impacts to whales, the offshore wind development
process, marine mammal research and monitoring, and the offshore
wind regulatory process and mitigation. In addition to the FAOQ
document, the committee released a fact sheet, 2-page handout, and
communications toolkit. A final component to the committee effort
was a public webinar hosted in June that was geared towards smaller
non-profits and other local groups that may field questions from the
public and find the FAQ a helpful resource.

In December 2024, the E-TWG formed a Specialist Committee to
develop similar communications materials to address the potential
risks to birds from offshore wind energy development. The committee
has been meeting periodically throughout 2025 and FAQs from this
effort are planned for release in 2026. Do you have a question about
offshore wind and wildlife? Learn more here!
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Supporting Regionally
Coordinated Monitoring

The E-TWG identified a need to support
regional coordination of environmental research
and monitoring related to offshore wind

development, which falls within the scope of the
Regional Wildlife Science Collaborative (RWSC).

To support these efforts, the E-TWG is providing
staff time to support two working groups within
the RWSC Bird and Bat Subcommittee: the Bird
and Bat Tracking Working Group and the Marine
Bird Distributions Working Group. These
working groups aim to make wildlife monitoring
more efficient, consistent, and achievable, and
support the development of frameworks and
processes for coordinated, centralized decision
making on monitoring approaches and study
designs.

Over the next few years, the Bird and Bat
Tracking Working Group will focus on
developing and updating guidance for offshore
tracking data collection and management and
supporting coordination and planning of
regional bird and bat tracking efforts. The
Marine Bird Distribution Working Group will
develop and update guidance on monitoring
changes in marine bird distributions, coordinate
with RWSC-funded research activities, and
design a roadmap for cooperative funding of
regional-scale surveys.

Addressing Emerging
Communications Needs

To prevent and address misinformation about
wildlife and offshore wind energy development,
the E-TWG identified the need to develop
additional resources through a Rapid
Communications Committee. The goals of this
committee are to provide science-based
information that is rapidly accessible to both
anticipate communications needs and allow for
nimble responses as communications issues
arise. These goals will be achieved by identifying
relevant experts, connecting organizations to
existing resources (including FAQs), and
potentially developing targeted
communications materials.

Save the Date! 2026 State of
the Science on Offshore
Energy, Wildlife, and

Fisheries

The call for abstracts is open for the fifth State of
the Science on Offshore Energy, Wildlife, and
Fisheries, which will take place at Stony Brook
University in New York the week of June 8, 2026.
The theme of the 2026 conference is Building
on a strong foundation: Deepening knowledge
and finding collaborative solutions.

The goals of the State of the Science
conferences are to 1) engage and inform about
the state of knowledge regarding wildlife,
fisheries, and offshore wind energy
development, including ongoing efforts to
understand, minimize, and mitigate
environmental impacts; 2) promote regional
coordination by sharing updates on research
studies, guidelines development, and other
efforts in the U.S. and elsewhere; and 3)
promote collaboration through expert
information exchange and discussion. More
information can be found here.
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Regional Environmental Research and Coordination

Regional collaborative efforts have been ongoing to support and
coordinate newly funded research projects related to wildlife,
fisheries and offshore wind development. To date, more than sixty
new initiatives have been identified across roughly a dozen funders.

Regional Wildlife Science Collaborative
The Regional Wildlife Science Collaborative (RWSC) is a voluntary
forum for federal agencies, states, industry, and nonprofit
organizations to work together and with the research community to
conduct coordinated marine life and habitat research in U.S. Atlantic
waters. In February of 2025, the RWSC released a portfolio of
materials to support its mission of data sharing and transparency
around offshore wind and wildlife (Recommended repositories for
publishing data; Guidance for minimum metadata; Learn more).
These materials are designed to help the RWSC community make
data discoverable and reusable as well as to help support all
researchers and data holders in contributing to the greater body of
knowledge about offshore wind development and wildlife.

Responsible Offshore Science Alliance

In June 2025, the Responsible Offshore Science Alliance (ROSA)
announced over $3 million in funding to advance understanding of
regional and cumulative effects of offshore wind on fish and fisheries
and support meaningful solutions to the challenges surrounding
responsible ocean co-use. ROSA is funding 10 projects across three
different themes that address key regional research questions
identified as high priority by the ROSA organizational structure and
the broader fisheries and offshore wind community. Research needs
were considered and prioritized from ROSA's Fish and Fisheries
Offshore Wind Research Database (FishFORWRD).

New Jersey Research and Monitoring
Initiative
The New Jersey Research and Monitoring Initiative (NJRMI) has
funded multiple ongoing research projects including:

* Motus Expansion for Birds and Bats

* Near Real-time Passive Acoustic Monitoring for Whales

* Fish Acoustic Telemetry

* Harbor Seal Health and Movement
Projects previously funded include those focused on aerial whale
surveys, understanding cold pool stability, exploring fish community
composition via environmental DNA, and characterizing ecological
baseline conditions. Additional funding will be awarded in 2025 for
efforts to survey wildlife and habitat, technological innovations in data
collection and analysis, fishery sustainability and socioeconomic
impacts of offshore wind activities, reducing offshore wind noise
impacts to wildlife, characterizing benthic ecosystems, and assessing
bird and bat risk to offshore wind development.
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New York Offshore Wind Updates

Offshore Wind Planning in the New
York Bight: Deep Water

Environmental Studies

In February 2025, NYSERDA released several studies to better
understand the feasibility of deep water offshore wind
development, including studies that compile and analyze
existing data on marine mammals and sea turtles, birds and
bats, fish and fisheries, and benthic habitats. Using the results of
those studies, and subject matter expert feedback, an
environmental sensitivity analysis was conducted to examine the
potential risks to marine resources.

Cooling Water Intake Study

In September 2025, NYSERDA released a Cooling Water Use at Offshore Converter Stations report.
This report provides a broad overview of the use of raw seawater as cooling water, and its associated
impacts to the marine environment, as well as other forms of heat exchange at offshore converter
stations that may be used to support offshore wind development for New York State and the
surrounding region. Raw seawater cooling has been used for many years by the oil and gas industry,
offshore liquefied natural gas terminals, commercial vessels of all types, onshore power generating
facilities, and, more recently, the offshore wind industry. The rapid growth of offshore wind energy
development necessitates a larger context and comprehensive understanding of cooling water usage
across industries and ocean users to inform future permitting decisions and environmental
assessments. This report is intended to serve as a technical reference document for regulatory
agencies, offshore wind developers, environmental consultants, and others involved in the planning,
permitting, and environmental review of offshore wind projects.

Regional Fisheries Update

Eleven states are working together to advance a regional fisheries compensation fund. An independent
Regional Fund Administrator (RFA) was selected through a competitive solicitation to design and
develop the regional fund. In summer 2025 meetings were held with commercial and recreational
fishers, states, and offshore wind developers to review ongoing engagement efforts and advance
discussions around important process components. Fishing industry eligibility criteria, data needs for
documented losses, and fishing history transferability have been a primary focus of these discussions.
The RFA will use these discussions to develop draft and final options and aims to get consensus by the
group. A final program design document will be made available for public remarks laterin 2026. All
summaries of these meetings and public engagement efforts are available here.
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