FAC T S H E E T

OFFSHORE WIND IN NEW YORK STATE

Offshore Wind is Ready to Power New York
As part of New York State’s ambitious energy agenda, the State seeks to secure 50 percent of its
electricity from renewable resources by 2030. To help reach this goal, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
set an unprecedented commitment to develop 2,400 megawatts of offshore wind by 2030, enough
to power up to 1.2 million homes. Offshore wind will help the State responsibly bring more clean,
renewable energy to Long Island and New York City—areas that together account for 45 percent of
the State’s annual electricity use.
New York will help responsibly develop

2,400 megawatts of

offshore wind power
by 2030, enough to power up to

1.2 million homes
in New York City and Long Island

OFFSHORE WIND WILL BRING
•C
 lean, locally produced power
•S
 ignificant investments in coastal infrastructure and communities
•R
 eal opportunity for thousands of short- and long-term skilled
construction, manufacturing, and operation jobs
• Renewable power where it’s needed most – close to a densely
populated region
• A more diversified grid and electricity supply

OFFSHORE WIND MASTER PLAN
The New York State Offshore Wind Master Plan (Master Plan) is a
comprehensive roadmap that encourages responsible and cost-effective
development of offshore wind in a manner that is sensitive to environmental,
maritime, social, and economic issues. The Master Plan helps to minimize
project risks and encourages competition among project developers,
resulting in reduced costs.

STUDIES AND SURVEYS

AREA FOR CONSIDERATION AND NY BIGHT CALL AREAS

To help inform the Master Plan, 20 studies
were conducted with engagement from
State and federal agencies, elected officials,
local communities, labor and business
organizations, commercial and recreational
fishing groups, maritime communities,
non-governmental organizations, industry
stakeholders and indigenous nations.
Environmental, social, economic, regulatory,
and infrastructure studies were undertaken
and are as follows:
> Analysis of Multibeam Echo Sounder
and Benthic Survey Data
> Assessment of Ports and Infrastructure
> Aviation and Radar Assets Study
> Birds and Bats Study

In October 2017, New York State submitted an Area for Consideration to the federal
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM). This came after several years of
rigorous fieldwork, analysis, and stakeholder outreach to determine the most suitable
locations for future offshore wind development.

> Cable Landfall Permitting Study
> Cables, Pipelines, and Other
Infrastructure
> Consideration of Potential
Cumulative Effects
> Cultural Resources Study
> Environmental Sensitivity Analysis
> Fish and Fisheries Study
> Health and Safety Study
> Marine Mammals and Sea Turtles Study
> Marine Recreational Uses Study
> Offshore Wind Injection Assessment
> Preliminary Offshore Wind
Resource Assessment
> Sand and Gravel Resources Study
> Shipping and Navigation Study
> U.S. Jones Act Compliant Offshore Wind
Turbine Installation Vessel Study
> Visibility Threshold Study
> Workforce Opportunity of Offshore
Wind in New York
View the studies and surveys at
nyserda.ny.gov/offshore-wind-studies

Visit nyserda.ny.gov/offshorewind
for more information on the
New York State Offshore Wind
Master Plan and to sign up to
receive the latest news about
offshore wind in New York State.
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On April 11, 2018, BOEM published a Call for Information and Nominations allowing
the public to formally provide feedback on the potential for development of new wind
energy areas in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of New York, an area referred to as
the New York Bight. BOEM’s Call Area extends beyond the Area for Consideration
identified by New York State. Stakeholders are encouraged to submit comments to
BOEM before May 29, 2018 online or by mail.
Submit comments online or view supporting materials at boem.gov/New-York/

LOOKING TOWARD 2030
• In his 2018 State of the State Address, Governor Cuomo called for New York to
issue two solicitations in 2018 and 2019 with a combined total of at least 800 MW
of offshore wind power, which is enough clean, renewable energy to power up
to 400,000 New York households. Following the solicitations, the State commits
to purchasing the future offshore wind energy from the winning projects that
hold leases in the region. The New York Public Service Commission is now
considering a number of options for the State to advance these solicitations.
Submit comments or view supporting materials at http://documents.dps.ny.gov,
Case #: 18-E-0071.
• NYSERDA will invest $15 million in clean energy workforce development and
infrastructure advancement. The State will work with industry to attract private
investment to help jumpstart project development, drive job growth, and
secure New York’s status as the undisputed home for the emerging offshore
wind industry in the U.S.
• NYSERDA is also continuing its analysis of various elements of offshore wind
development, including the collection of metocean data, wildlife surveying, an
air quality assessment, and supply chain analysis.
• New York State is forming technical working groups focusing on environmental,
commercial and recreational fishing, maritime and jobs, and workforce
opportunities. Technical Working groups will develop best practices for project
development and ensure continued collaboration among those with technical
knowledge, practical experience, and professional interest.

