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Background

As part of New York State’s efforts to responsibly develop offshore wind (OSW) energy, the New York
State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) convened the Environmental Technical
Working Group (E-TWG) in 2018 to provide input to the state®. On April 8, 2025, the E-TWG held a
virtual meeting via video conference. All participants who attended are listed in Appendix A.

This summary is intended to capture the key points of discussion and action items identified during the
meeting and is loosely organized according to the structure of the meeting agenda (Appendix B).
Opinions are not attributed to specific E-TWG members unless there is a clear reason to do so. For topics
where there were differences of opinion among E-TWG members, this summary identifies areas of
agreement as well as the different perspectives offered during meeting discussions.

Action Items

e E-TWG members interested in providing feedback on the Fisheries Technical Working Group (F-
TWG) Lease Mapping Tool should email Morgan Brunbauer
(morgan.brunbauer@nyserda.ny.gov).

e E-TWG members should reach out to Kate Williams (kate.williams@briwildlife.org) with any
additional feedback, questions, or concerns regarding the 2025-2027 E-TWG priority topics,
including interest in joining the External Communications Specialist Committee and/or small-
group discussions regarding the lessons learned priority topic.

e The Nature Conservancy recently announced an update to the Northeast Marine Mapping Tool.
E-TWG members are invited to participate in a virtual workshop on May 8, 2025, at 12:00 pm ET
to explore the updates to the tool. Register here.

Welcome and Introductions

Bennett Brooks (Consensus Building Institute, or CBI) provided a brief introduction and invited first-time
meeting participants to provide introductions about their respective organizations. The focus of the
meeting was to 1) provide an update on near-real time communications, and 2) continue the discussion
of E-TWG priorities for 2025-2027.

Update on Near-Real Time Communications

Morgan Brunbauer (NYSERDA) provided an overview of the ongoing effort to revise the Fisheries
Technical Working Group (F-TWG) Lease Mapping Tool?. This tool was initially developed in 2019 at the
request of the fishing industry and currently includes information on offshore wind lease names,
locations, states that may participate in procurement, and contact information for fisheries liaisons.

The F-TWG is currently working to implement the following revisions to the tool:

e Include automatic identification system (AlS) data to provide near-real-time locations of vessels
operating in and around lease areas, highlighting vessels associated with OSW projects.

IFor meeting agendas, summaries, and presentations, see: http://nyetwg.com/e-twg-meeting-archive
2 For more information on the Lease Mapping Tool, see: https://nyftwg.com/lease-map/
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e Highlight OSW lease areas by project stage (e.g., under permitting, under construction, in
operation).

e Expand on the project-level information included in the attribute table, particularly with the
additional of vessel information (e.g., vessel name, vessel size, other identifying information).

The revised lease mapping tool is expected to be made available in May 2025. E-TWG members are
encouraged to reach out to Morgan Brunbauer (morgan.brunbauer@nyserda.ny.gov) with additional
guestions or to provide feedback on the tool.

Discussion
e Has the F-TWG received feedback from the fishing community on how often the tool is used
and is this monitored? Morgan stated that usage has declined since the original version of the
tool was published. However, the hope is that use will increase once the new features are
added. Additionally, by including all vessels operating in these areas, the tool will be useful for a
broader audience instead of just those working in the OSW industry.

E-TWG Priorities Discussion

Kate Williams (Biodiversity Research Institute, or BRI) provided an overview of discussions to date on E-
TWG priorities for 2025-2027. The E-TWG undergoes a prioritization process every 3 to 4 years to
identify priority workstreams for the next several years. The current process began roughly one year
ago; thus, the chosen priorities are intended to be the focus of the E-TWG through the end of 2027.

Prioritization efforts thus far have included:

e |nitial brainstorming discussions at the May 2024 E-TWG meeting.

e Offline discussions with NYSERDA and the Regional Wildlife Science Collaborative (RWSC) during
the summer of 2024.

e Anonline survey shared with the E-TWG to narrow down the list of potential priorities in the fall
of 2024.

o Refining the list of potential priorities to the top four topic areas, as identified by the E-TWG at
the December 2024 E-TWG meeting.

e Small-group discussions with NYSERDA, RWSC, and E-TWG members to gather additional
feedback on the top four priorities and further refine the potential mechanisms for addressing
these priorities.

The goal of today’s meeting was to finalize the priority E-TWG efforts for 2025 through 2027. (See below
for additional discussion summary on this topic.)

Current and Ongoing E-TWG Efforts
Kate Williams (BRI) provided an update on the following ongoing E-TWG efforts:

e Two Specialist Committees developing frequently asked questions (FAQ) documents on wildlife
and offshore wind3:

3 For more information on the Offshore Wind and Wildlife FAQs Specialist Committees, see:
https://www.nyetwg.com/specialist-committees/wildlife-fags
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o Whale Communications Committee* efforts are expected to wrap up by summer 2025,
while the FAQ document itself is expected to be finalized in May 2025.

o Bird Communications Committee® efforts began in December of 2024 and are ongoing
without a specified end date. Similarly to the Whale Communications process, E-TWG
support staff will continue to refine the workplan and timeline with the Specialist
Committee as the FAQs are developed.

e E-TWG support staff have begun preliminary planning efforts for the next State of the Science
Workshop®, which will be held in June 2026.

e Additional ongoing efforts include providing data and synthesizing information to inform
stakeholders, including updates to the Mitigation Practices Database Tool” and the webinar
library® on the E-TWG website.

New Priority Topics

Kate Williams provided a brief overview of the additional topics the E-TWG is considering pursuing as
2025-27 priority topics based on the process described above, which include (1) continuing to work on
external communications on OSW and environmental issues, (2) supporting development of regionally
administered and managed monitoring networks, (3) developing and sharing lessons learned from past
projects, and (4) developing recommendations to support net positive impact (NPl)-related efforts. As
the E-TWG does not have the capacity to address all four topics in addition to its current ongoing
activities, upport staff proposed that the E-TWG not pursue Topic #4 at this time, given that it was
consistently ranked the lowest during follow-up prioritization discussions. If E-TWG members feel
strongly about pursuing this topic, a focus on NPI could be integrated into some of the lessons learned
discussions at the upcoming State of the Science workshop.

The rationale and goals, potential mechanisms, and potential timelines for Topics #1 through #3 are
detailed below.

1. External Communications Specialist Committee

There will likely be increased media coverage on OSW in 2025, especially with construction activities set
to begin soon in the New York Bight. Therefore, it would be helpful to have a mechanism in place for
anticipating and addressing external communications needs more rapidly. The existing FAQ
development processes provide useful resources, but are time consuming and not particularly nimble to
respond to new issues as they arise. As such, a complementary process that is more responsive to new
topics getting attention in the press or online could be beneficial.

Potential mechanisms include:

4 For more information on the Whale Communications Specialist Committee, see:
https://www.nyetwg.com/specialist-committees/wildlife-fags/whale-communications
5 For more information on the Bird Communications Specialist Committee, see:
https://www.nyetwg.com/specialist-committees/wildlife-fags/bird-communications
62026 State of the Science webpage: https://www.nyetwg.com/2026-workshop

7 For more information on the MDP Tool, see: https://www.nyetwg.com/mpd-tool

8 To access the webinar library, see: https://www.nyetwg.com/webinar-library
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o Developing a directory of existing communications resources. This would involve aggregating
existing resources on environmental issues and OSW development intended for a public
audience to increase accessibility and reduce duplication of efforts.

o Developing a rapid response team. This would consist of a list of experts on specific topics who
are willing to serve as a point of contact to answer questions from colleagues or members of the
media and can help address issues as they arise in mainstream media coverage.

e Developing communications materials. Additionally, the Specialist Committee could develop
other communications materials as needed.

Once the Specialist Committee is formed, development of the directory of existing resources and
assembly of the rapid response team would ideally be completed within the first 3 to 6 months. The
Specialist Committee could potentially remain intact after these efforts have concluded and meet on an
ad hoc basis as issues arise.

2. Support Regionally Coordinated Monitoring

E-TWG members have expressed that the development of frameworks and processes for more
coordinated and centralized decision making on monitoring approaches and study designs would make
wildlife monitoring more efficient and effective. This work falls within the scope of the RWSC and the
RWSC is currently pursuing several activities related to this topic area. Thus, rather than forming a new
Specialist Committee, the E-TWG could utilize E-TWG support staff time to help support ongoing RWSC
efforts.

Potential mechanisms include:

e Developing a framework for a regional monitoring program for bird and bat tagging activities.
The RWSC Bird and Bat Subcommittee’s® Bird and Bat Tracking Working Group previously began
developing a framework for regionally coordinated funding and implementation of bird and bat
tracking efforts, including Motus tracking. This framework is modeled after the Partnership for
an Offshore Wind Energy Regional Observation Network (POWERON) framework for passive
acoustics for marine mammals (i.e., users could pay into a centralized fund that coordinates
tagging efforts, rather than pursuing many individual tagging efforts ongoing simultaneously).

e Continuing the standardization and coordination of observational survey activities for marine
birds. This work would support the RWSC Bird and Bat Subcommittee’s Marine Bird Distribution
Working Group, which was formulated to continue the efforts of the E-TWG’s Avian
Displacement Guidance Specialist Committee1° after it ended in 2024. The Marine Bird
Distribution Working Group could benefit from additional leadership and support in continuing
the work of this group moving forward.

Work on this topic would ideally begin quickly, as both efforts would likely run through 2027. If the E-
TWG decided to pursue this topic, additional conversations with RWSC would be needed to further
refine a potential workplan.

% For more information on the RWSC Bird and Bat Subcommittee, see: https://rwsc.org/series/bird-and-bat-

subcommittee/

10 For more information on the Avian Displacement Guidance Specialist Committee, see:
https://www.nyetwg.com/specialist-committees/avian-displacement
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3. Develop and Share Lessons Learned from Past Projects

This topic area aims to identify and share lessons learned related to environmental monitoring,
mitigation and effects to-date. Sharing these lessons learned can help improve future projects in a
variety of ways, such as improving methodologies and allowing for more focused monitoring.

Potential mechanisms include:

e Making lessons learned a theme for the 2026 State of the Science workshop. This may involve
working with the Scientific Advisory Committee to plan curated symposia or special sessions to
share lessons learned about environmental monitoring and mitigation approaches that
developers or others have tried.

e Conducting a pilot effort in regional data synthesis and analysis. This effort would focus on
collating data across individual OSW projects and analyzing it collectively to inform the industry.
During follow-up discussions, it was suggested that this pilot effort focus on real-time mitigation
data for marine mammals (i.e., Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) and Protected Species
Observer (PSO) data) and analyze the effectiveness of these different mitigation approaches.
This work could then serve as a test case for the development of a standardized process for
accessing and sharing data across projects and conducting regional-scale analyses, which is of
interest to the RWSC.

Work on the first mechanism would be ongoing through the summer of 2026, as the next State of the
Science workshop will be held in June of that year. Work on the pilot study would likely extend through
the fall of 2027.

Feedback from Group Discussions

Following the overview of priorities, there were both full group discussions and breakout group
discussions for each of the priority topics above. The below discussion is grouped by theme and includes
key takeaways.

General Discussion

Will there be an opportunity to discuss sensitivities regarding these priorities in light of the new
federal administration? Bennett Brooks clarified that these priorities were shaped during the December
E-TWG meeting with the knowledge that adjustments may need to be made. The goals of today’s
discussion were to confirm that these priorities were still ones the E-TWG wanted to pursue and to
begin discussions around how to approach each priority topic. Multiple E-TWG members expressed their
support for the existing list of priority topics.

e  Which priority topic was ranked fourth? The fourth priority identified by the E-TWG during the
December meeting was supporting NPI-related activities, such as developing a menu of
potential projects. This priority is not currently being pursued because it was consistently ranked
lower than the other topics. Additionally, it could be challenging to produce a product that
would remain relevant over time.

External Communications
o How will the rapid response contact list be established? E-TWG support staff would work with
the Specialist Committee to identify individuals who could serve as experts on various topics and



reach out to these individuals to gauge their interest in being listed in a list of experts. This
process would be further refined in collaboration with the Specialist Committee once it is
formed.
Need for call sheet with contact information. An eNGO member noted that it would be helpful
to develop a call sheet with information on who to contact for media questions about the two
OSW projects in New York that are currently under construction, preferably within the next few
weeks. This resource would be beneficial for directing media requests to the right individuals,
such as topic-specific contacts at either developer or NYSERDA representatives.
Importance of reaching a broad audience for this communications effort. An E-TWG member
referenced past discussions around how to roll out the Whale Communications FAQs and how
to reach a broader audience.
Importance of both proactive and reactive engagement. The group discussed their
organizations’ internal approaches to communication, including both the proactive, engagement
side and positioning for the reactive aspect.
Consideration of project-specific versus general scenarios. In terms of combating
misinformation, reputation management is important for developers (e.g., if debris is found on a
beach and the media links it to a specific project, but it was not actually project-caused). These
scenarios are managed differently than project-caused incidents, as developers have internal
incident command structures in place to take responsibility when needed.
Maintaining the link between existing and future communication materials and these trusted
entities is essential to proactive mitigation. Encouraging grassroots-level outreach is also
important.
Outstanding questions

o Who are the trusted community partners?

o How do we get these communications materials that have been developed by the E-

TWG and others into their hands?
o Once an issue is garnering attention in the mainstream media, how do we mobilize
these trusted voices?

Regional Monitoring Networks

Importance of supporting bird and bat tracking efforts. A federal member expressed their
enthusiasm for supporting the RWSC Birds and Bats Subcommittee’s Tracking Working Group,
saying that given the number of proposals that include Motus projects, it will be important to
track and monitor how many tags are released and their locations. Additionally, they suggested
it would be beneficial to develop strategies for reasonably managing expectations of the
capabilities of Motus and for prioritizing the locations of tags along with coordinating calibration
surveys and coordination of physical tagging of birds. Another member shared a link in the
meeting chat to a recently published paper!! that pushes for the extended use of Motus in
Europe.

Need for support. The scope of the RWSC Bird and Bat Subcommittee is one of the largest that
is not supported by external funding sources. Support from the E-TWG would fill an urgent need
resulting from the shifting priorities of the new administration.

11 To read the paper, visit:
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/cobi.70017?campaign=wolearlyview
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Potential additional needs. Other topics that have similar needs around regional coordination
include oceanographic studies and developer requirements for high-frequency radar mitigation,
as well as federal fisheries survey mitigation. These topics would not be the focus of this effort
but were noted for future reference.

Considering ongoing RWSC efforts. In a recent RFP to solicit research on this topic, RWSC
requested the development of an updated avian vulnerability assessment based on the latest
data as well as research to inform how a regional monitoring framework could be designed to
look at bird displacement on the east coast.

Utility of E-TWG support. E-TWG support staff time would be useful for convening meetings,
collaborating with the Working Group to develop a work plan, implementing the workplan, and
serving as a resource on tagging coordination for developers conducting post-construction bird
and bat monitoring.

Lessons Learned

Concern given current political climate. A developer member shared concerns about the
lessons learned priority, indicating that while sharing lessons learned within the E-TWG would
be helpful for future monitoring, keeping specific project names out of the media is especially
important right now. This is also a challenge, given so few OSW projects are currently in the
construction phase.

Value of pursuing this priority. When a single developer has multiple projects, they can share
information within their teams and adapt to lessons learned. Some information is publicly
available, but it is likely more difficult for developers to share information amongst themselves
and across different project leads than it would be for a group like the E-TWG or RWSC that can
dedicate resources to doing so.

Potential need for data sharing agreements. It may be beneficial to consider data sharing
agreements and what boundaries would need to be in place, for example, with contractors.
Potential focus on other topics. Other ideas for lessons learned topics include integration of
Motus and nature-inclusive scour protection into wind facility designs.

Inclusion of lessons learned at State of the Science. A member noted that identifying both a
developer and a regulator representative for each panel at the 2026 State of the Science
workshop would be helpful.

Wrap Up
Bennett Brooks (CBI) and Kate McClellan-Press (NYSERDA) wrapped up the meeting by thanking all
attendees for participating. Both also provided reminders on the following:

E-TWG members interested in providing feedback on the F-TWG Lease Mapping Tool should
email Morgan Brunbauer (morgan.brunbauer@nyserda.ny.gov).

E-TWG members should reach out to support staff (kate.williams@briwildlife.org) with any
additional feedback, questions, or concerns regarding the E-TWG priority topics for 2025
through 2027.

Support staff will revise the External Communications Specialist Committee workplan and share
an updated draft with the E-TWG. E-TWG members that are interested in participating in the
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Specialist Committee are encouraged to reach out to support staff
(kate.williams@briwildlife.org).

Support staff will draft a workplan to support the RWSC on regional monitoring network efforts
and share the workplan with the E-TWG for review.

Support staff will continue to discuss potential scope and approaches for addressing the lessons
learned priority topic. E-TWG members that are interested in participating in these
conversations are encouraged to reach out to support staff (kate.williams@briwildlife.org).
Support staff will follow up with the E-TWG via email regarding the State of the Science
workshop-related lessons learned questions.

The next E-TWG meeting will be held on April 23, 2025, and will focus on Empire Wind 1 project
updates.

Support staff are working to schedule an in-person E-TWG meeting in the fall of 2025. Members
are encouraged to reach out to support staff (kate.williams@briwildlife.org) regarding any major
conflicts that should be taken into consideration.

The Nature Conservancy recently announced an update to the Northeast Marine Mapping Tool.
E-TWG members are invited to participate in a virtual workshop on May 8, 2025, at 12:00 pm ET
to explore the updates to the tool. Register here.
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Appendix B: Meeting Agenda

New York Environmental Technical Working Group (E-TWG)
Virtual Meeting Agenda - 8 April 2025
9:30-11:00 am EDT

Meeting Objectives
Discuss next steps for E-TWG priorities for 2025-2027.

Time Agenda Iltem

Welcome and Introductions
9:30-9:35am e Goals
e Review of previous steps in prioritization effort

9:35-9:45am Update on Near-real Time Communications

E-TWG Priorities Discussion
e NYSERDA Thinking Based on Feedback to-date
e Breakout Group Discussions
e  Full Group Discussion

9:45 - 10:45 am

10:45-11:00 am Wrap Up and Next Steps
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